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Sign up for the Advanced Course on Legal Research
Methodologies, a three-day, in-person course at Erasmus School
of Law for PhD candidates and early career researchers.

The course offers practical training in  doctrinal and
interdisciplinary legal research, with a strong focus on research
design, methodology, and the formulation of research questions.
Participants will work interactively with experienced scholars,
receive feedback on their own research projects, and develop a
solid methodological foundation for their academic work.

Read this brochure or visit our webpage for more information:

www.eur.nl/en/esl/course/advanced-course-legal-research-
methodologies

Erasmus University Rotterdam /6‘240/-10\9
Make it happen.
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Content

How should you design your research project? How
do you formulate strong research questions, choose
appropriate methods, and find relevant sources? This
three-day course provides a solid methodological
foundation for legal research, with a focus on
doctrinal research design, research questions, library
research, evaluations and recommendations, and
comparative law. The course also explores how
doctrinal legal research can be enriched by empirical
studies and the humanities. Through interactive
sessions, participants will reflect on when and how to
integrate insights, theories, or methods from other
disciplines. Participants are expected to prepare in
advance and submit a short description of their
research project, on which feedback will be provided

during the course.
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Quick info:

i23t| Wednesday March 11 - Friday March 13 2026
@ English

@ In person on the EUR campus

@ Includes granted certificate

@ EUR 450 for three days*

Target audience =5

Al 4T
This course is intended for PhD candidates and early

career researchers with a background in law who wish
to strengthen the methodological quality of their
research. It is also suitable for researchers from
related disciplines, such as ethics or political science,
who aim to incorporate legal research methods into

their empirical or theoretical projects.

*For non-Dutch participants within the EU, it might be possible to get
an Erasmus+ grant for training, that covers fixed amounts for travel and
accommodation expenses. Check the possibilities with the international
office of your university.
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b The Lecturers:

Prof. Wibren van der Burg

Wibren van der Burg is professor of Legal Philosophy and Jurisprudence at Erasmus
School of Law. His research focuses on three themes: methodologies of
interdisciplinary legal research, legal and cultural pluralism, and the relationship
between law and morality. He is co-author oi Contextualising Legal Research
(Edward Elgar, 2024) and author of Rechtsfilosofie in een pluralistische wereld
(Boom Juridisch, 2025). Wibren has widely published on law’s interaction with
ethics and society, combining doctrinal, empirical, and philosophical approaches in
his work and teaching.

Prof.mr.dr. Sanne Taekema

Sanne Taekema's research addresses various themes in legal philosophy and
methodology. Two core themes are the rule of law, especially in a transnational
context and in relation to non-state actors, and the methodology of legal and
interdisciplinary research. Other interests include: general issues of legal theory,
particularly the role of values in jurisprudence and legal pragmatism, and law and
literature. She is one of the editors-in-chief of the journal Law and Method. Her
current research focus is on the rule of law in relation to legal mobilisation and
protest.

Dr. Michat Stambulski

Michat Stambulski is an Assistant Professor in Legal Theory at the Erasmus School
of Law, Erasmus University Rotterdam, and a visiting professor at West University
in Timisoara, Romania, and Ofati International Institute of Sociology of Law, Spain.
He was a 2023 Emile Noél Global Fellow at the Jean Monnet Center for
International and Regional Economic Law & Justice, New York University. His
recent publications address the issues of rule of law, constitutional populism, legal
mobilization, and strategic litigation in Europe.
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Niels van Tol

Niels van Tol is a Library Faculty Liaison for the Erasmus School of Law. He provides
legal information support on both national and international law. This includes
providing students and academics with the support for their research by guiding
them to the correct sources and materials, providing the aforementioned sources
and materials, and assisting in any way that is necessary.

Prof.dr. Pieter Desmet

Pieter Desmet has been Professor of Quantitative Empirical Legal Studies at
Erasmus School of Law since 2021. He is a pioneer in Empirical Legal Studies and
plays a key role in the further development and institutionalization of this field in
research and education. His research focuses on decision-making and behavior
within legal and economic contexts, including that of judges, perpetrators, victims,
managers, and consumers, with a particular focus on behavioral ethics and nudging.
In addition, he co-founded the Erasmus Center for Empirical Legal Studies (ECELS)
and is actively committed to embedding empirical legal research within the
curriculum of Erasmus School of Law.

Dr. Annie de Roo

Annie de Roo is associate professor of comparative law and dispute resolution at
Erasmus University School of Law, Rotterdam. She is, among other roles, director of
an NWO project on hybrid local governance, editor-in-chief of the Dutch-Flemish
Conflict Management Quarterly, and has acted as key expert on alternative dispute
resolution for the European Commission and the Council of Europe. Her research
and teaching combine legal and socio-economic perspectives, with a focus on the
theory and practice of mediation and other ADR processes. She teaches, inter alia,
the international master course Mediation Advocacy: Theory & Practice. Among
her recent publications is “Shadow of the Law or Shadow of the Settlement”
(Springer, 2018).

CONTACT

Coordinator

Prof. Wibren van der Burg
vanderburg@law.eur.nl



mailto:smit@law.eur.nl

Erasmus
School of
Law

Program:

@ Wednesday March 11-Thursday March 13, 2026

Day 1: Designing legal research

09:30-12:00 Introduction to the course; legal and doctrinal research; importance of
methodology; research questions

13:00-15:30 Doctrinal research: research design, state of the art, theoretical frameworks,
methods, grant proposals

16:00-18:00 Tutorials

Day 2: Moving beyond positive law

09:30-12:00 Evaluations and recommendations, library research

13:00-15:30 Law in context research, contextual and interdisciplinary research, empirical
legal studies

16:00-18:00 Tutorials
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Day 3: Mixing disciplines

09:30-12:00 Problems of interdisciplinary research, law and philosophy & ethics

13:00-15:30 Law and literature, comparative law, concluding reflections.

Readings in advance

¢ Sanne Taekema and Wibren van der Burg, Contextualising Legal Research. A Methodological
Guide, Edward Elgar 2024
» Additional sources on Canvas (will be granted after signing up)

SIGN UP NOW THROUGH OUR SITE!
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